
St Mary’s Phonics Overview 
Essential Letters and Sounds 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 1: 
Environmental sounds 

Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 2: Instrumental 
sounds  
 
Aspect 3: Body 
percussion 
 

Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 4: Rhythm and 
rhyme 

Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 5: Alliteration 

Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 6: Voice sounds 

Firm Foundations in 
Phonics 1 
 
Aspect 7: Oral blending 
and segmenting 

Foundati
on 

Phase 2  
 
s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, 
o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, ss, h, 
b, f, ff, l, ll 
 
 
 
Words: at, pat, tip, tin, map, 
sad, pig, got, cat, kit, sock, 
den, duck, red 

 
 

Tricky words: I, the, 
no put, of, is to, go, 
into pull as, his 
 
Week 5 - Assess 

Phase 3  
 
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, 
ch, sh, th, ng, nk, ai, 
ee, igh, oa, es. 
 
 
Words: less, huff, vex, yell, 
jazz, quiz, chill, wish, bang, 
honk, nail, teeth, light, foam 

 
 
 
Tricky words: he, she, 
buses we, me, be push 
was, her my, you 
 

Week 5 - Assess 

Phase 3-4 
 
oo, ar, ur, oo, or, ow, 
oi, ear, air, ure, er, ow 
 
 
 
Words: cook, charm, curl, 
scoop, short, frown, join, 
years, flair, pure, ladder, 
grow 

 
 
 
Tricky words: they, all, 
are ball, tall when, what 
 

Week 5 - Assess 

Phase 3-4 
 
Review Week  
 
 
Tricky words: said, so, 
have were, out, like 
some, come, there, 
little, one, do children, 
love 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 5 - Assess 

Phase 4 
 
cvcc ccvc ccvcc cccvc 
and suffix -ed /ed/ /t/ /d/ 
 
 
 
Words: painted, bumped, 
joined, fixes, spotted, 
dressed, stormed, crushes, 
blended, stamped, printed, 
sprained, strapped, scrolled, 
splashes 

 

Phase 5 Introduction 
 
ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, 
aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, 
ey, a-e, e-e 
  
 
Words: play, shout, tie, 
dream, joy, bird, clue, 
lawn, wheel, dolphin, screw, 
tiptoe, haunt, donkey, quake, 
athlete 

 
Tricky words: oh, their 
people, Mr, Mrs, your, 
ask,should, would, 
could, asked, house, 
mouse, water, want, 
very 
 

Year 1 Phase 5 
 
ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, 
ue, aw 
  
 
Words: spray, proud, dried, 
treat, enjoy, third, bluebell, 
awning. 

 

Phase 5  
 
wh, ph, ew, oe, au, ey, 
a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, c, 
y, al 
 
Words: whisper, nephew, 
goes, launched, chimney, 
named, extreme, lime, globe, 
flute, city, walked 

 

Phase 5  
alternative spellings/ 
alternative pronunciations 

 
a, ey, ea, eigh, a, e, i, 
y, o, a, u, ch, ea, or, 
ear, ou, oul, ie, ve, y, 
are, ere, ear, tch.  
 
Tricky words: here, 
sugar, friend, because 

Phase 5  
alternative spellings/ 
alternative pronunciations 
 
Review  
j, g, ge, dge, st, ce, se, 
gn, kn, wr, mb, z(se), 
ze, eer, ere, ti, tion, al, 
augh, ss, si, tious, 
cious, ion, ian.  

Phase 5  
 
Review all previously 
taught GPCs for 
reading and spelling, 
and teach further 
rarely-used GPCs 

All phases 
 
Review all previously 
taught GPCs for 
reading and spelling, 
and teach further 
rarely-used GPCs 



Tricky words: please, 
once any, many, again, 
who, whole where, two 
 

 

Year 2 ELS Year 1 Summer 
Recap 

ELS Year 1 Summer 
Recap 

Soft c 
Y making igh sound 
Wa and qua making 
the o sound 
Wo making the er 
sound  
worm 
ar making an or sound 
- war 
kn, gn 
wr 
dge, ge, j  
Es to nouns ending in y 
Ed, ing, er and est to 
words ending in y 

Ed, ing, er and est to 
words ending in e 
Adding ing, est, er and ed 
to words with a short 
vowel sound (doubling the 
consonant)  
Homophones 
Near Homophones  
other 
brother 
mother  

Suffixes  
ment ness  
Suffixes  
ly 
Ful 
Less  
Suffixes  
Ly  

 

Revisit: singular and 
plural  
Contractions  
Can’t 
Didn’t  
Hasn’t 

Possessive apostrophe 
Tion 
z/sh sound spelt s vision 
treasure  

Consolidate/ assess 

al 
talk/ ball 

Le 
Table  
El 
Squirrel  
Al 
Metal 

 il 
Pencil 

Consolidate  

 

 

Assessment  

The fifth week of each term is assessment week. These weeks follow the same structure and lesson plans as the review weeks. 

 


