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Headteacher’s Welcome

You will notice that we have a new format for our newsletter this issue. We have listened -
to your feedback and have come away from Sway and made it even more slimmed down

and relevant for you — we hope! e
You will still have information on Class Dojo, both whole school posts and class specific G
ones, which we hope will continue to be helpful for you.
It has been lovely to see everyone back for a new school year. Our new starters are settling well, which is
wonderful to see.

The children are all looking very smart in their uniforms, whether you have chosen active uniform or the
more traditional uniform with PE kit on PE days. Pease can you just make sure that everything (especially
jumpers, cardigans, coats and water bottles), is named, as we can reunite the children with their belongings
so much more quickly when they have names on them.

The final part of the Little Oaks’ building project is now underway, with the outdoor area landscaping
starting this week. The contractors estimate that the project will run for 2-3 weeks. During this time, the
area behind the Year 6 huts will be fenced off, so that the contractors can store their materials and
machinery. Therefore, the only way in and out of the school and the nursery will be on the path in front of
the Year 6 huts. | am aware that this will make peak times more congested than normal, but would ask for
your patience and understanding whilst this work take place.

"Let youwr Light shine'

Morwenna Dunstan
Headteacher

Year 6 House Captains

Following a very competitive election process, | am pleased to announce that we have our new House
Captains for the term. Well done to everyone who put themselves forward for election, the election videos
were of a very high standard.

Blackdown Polden Mendip Qauntock

New Parent Carer Wellbeing Forum

As part of our commitment to both child and adult wellbeing here at St Mary’s, we would like to form a
Parent Carer group to focus on wellbeing. Ideally, we would like to have one parent from each year group,
so that we can get a really good representative cross section of our school community. We would plan to
meet three times a year in person, with other correspondence or communication taking place throughout
the whole year.

If you think that you would be interested in representing a year group, please can you email the School
Office so that we can get in touch with you with further details:

office@stmarysbridgwater.co.uk

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mrs Dunstan, Mrs Layton, Mrs Barnett or Mrs Porter. Alternatively,
you can ring Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk
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Year 6 =Librarians
Congratulations also to our new librarians. This is always
another hotly contested role and competition was fierce!

I am sure they will all being amazing; championing reading
across the school.

Benedict’s Law — allergies

You may have seen in the media that a new piece of legislation, Benedict’'s Law, has come into
force as of 15t September 2026. This is around allergies and anaphylaxis, and requires every
member of school staff to be trained in treating anaphylaxis, as well as every school having an up-
to-date allergy policy and holding epipens in a central location, above and beyond keeping any
individual child’s epipen in school.

Currently, children bring in sweets when it their birthday, sharing them with their friends at the end
of the day. With this new legislation being in force, please can you ensure that if you send sweets
in with your child for their birthday, they are in a labelled bag with ingredients listed. We always
ask the children to take the sweets they are given home with them at the end of the day, so that
parents and carers can see the packet before it is consumed. If you do not want your child to be
given sweets by a classmate, please can you let us know via email to the School Office.
office@stmarysbridgwater.co.uk

We do take our duty of care very seriously, and also, we know how much the children love
bringing in sweets to celebrate their birthday with their peers.

Young Carers’ Award Somerset
| am delighted to be able to share with you that following extensive work with and for ®

our Young Carers in school, St Mary’s has met the criteria to be given the Young YCI s
Carers in School Award. This is thanks to the tireless efforts of Mrs Porter, who has

worked tremendously hard to ensure that our Young Carers are seen, heard and AWARD

supported. It can be tricky sometimes for us to identify a Young Carer if they keep

what they do at home to support a family member to themselves, and we want to be

able to help any child with a caring responsibility, so if you think that your child is a Young Carer and they
are not currently known to us, then speak to Mrs Dunstan or Mrs Barnett on the gate in the morning.
Congratulations Mrs Porter, we are glad that your work has been recognised in this way.

School Games Award
More to celebrate as we have yet again, for the fourth year in a row, been awarded

the prestigious national Gold School Games Mark. m

The School Games Mark is a government-led award scheme that recognises schools
for their commitment to delivering high-quality physical education, school sport, and GOLD
opportunities for pupils to be physically active. 2025/26

This achievement reflects the dedication of our staff, pupils, and wider school community in promoting
sport and physical activity both within the curriculum and through our extensive range of extracurricular

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mrs Dunstan, Mrs Layton, Mrs Barnett or Mrs Porter. Alternatively,
you can ring Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk
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clubs, competitions, and sporting opportunities.

We are incredibly proud of this recognition and are excited that, having now achieved four consecutive
Gold Awards, we are eligible to apply for the Platinum School Games Mark. This is a fantastic milestone for
our school, and we look forward to continuing to inspire our children to enjoy sport, develop new skills, and
lead healthy, active lifestyles.

A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to this success. We can't wait to begin our journey
towards Platinum!

Key Dates
September 2026
Tues 22 Boys’ Futsal Yr 5/6 Haygrove
Thurs 24" Tuning Into Kids — Week 1 — 6pm-8pm
Tues 29" Year 5 - Visit to St Mary’s Church
Tues 29" Girls’ Futsal Yr 5/6 BCA
Wed 30 INSET Day — School closed to children
Thurs 18t ESFA Football Qualifier large Schools Yr 5/6 B/Water College 1.15pm
Thurs 15t Tuning Into Kids — Week 2 — 6pm-8pm
Mon 5% Open Morning for new starters September 2027 — 9.30am
Tues 6" Open Morning for new starters September 2027 — 9.30am
Wed 7 Harvest Festival in school
Thurs 8™ Tuning Into Kids — Week 3 — 6pm-8pm
Tues 13" Parents’ Evening - all classes in person 3.30pm — 6.30pm details to follow
W th Parents’ Evening — on line all classes except Class 8 3.30pm-6.30pm
ed 14 :
details to follow
Thurs 15™ Parents’ Evening — on line Class 8 only 3.30pm-6.30pm details to follow
Thurs 15" ESFA Football Qualifier large Schools Yr 5/6 B/Water College 1.15pm
Thurs 15" Tuning Into Kids — Week 4 — 6pm-8pm
Wed 215t Cross Country Yr 3 and Yr 5 Brymore — 3.45pm
Thurs 22™ Cross Country Yr 4 and Yr 6 Brymore — 3.45pm
Thurs 22™ Tuning Into Kids — Week 5 — 6pm-8pm
Fri 23 Last day of Autumn 1
Mon 26" — Fri 30" HALF TERM
Mon 2" INSET Day — School closed to children
Tues 3™ School reopens for Autumn 2

We will endeavour to stick to the proposed dates and times. However, there could be times when
events/dates will need to be changed. If this does happen, we will give you as much notice as
possible.

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's
designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mrs Dunstan, Mrs Layton, Mrs Barnett or Mrs Porter. Alternatively,
you can ring Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk
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You are the light of the world E-mail: office@stmarysbridgwater.co.uk
Let your light shine

We take child protection extremely seriously at our school. If you have a concern, you can speak to any of the school's

you can ring Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk

designated and trained Child Protection officers: Mrs Dunstan, Mrs Layton, Mrs Barnett or Mrs Porter. Alternatively,
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